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Research Questions 

o  Does Marlowe’s Part of Speech (POS) use vary between characters; 
do characters use significantly different speaking styles? 

o  Does the character Gaveston, who rises in social hierarchy in the 
play, have a POS pattern that is more aligned with commoners or 
nobles? 
oWhat is distinctive about Gaveston’s speech pattern/POS use? 

o  If there is no significant difference between characters, what does 
that reveal about Marlowe’s writing style? 



Steps Taken 
PLAY EXAMINED FOR THIS PROJECT: EDWARD II 

1.  Extract words tags with their POS attributes from the XML document of 
Edward II. [POS determined by Morphadorner] 

2.  Divide results up by character’s list of words 

3.  Python script pulled POS tags from each document and counted their 
frequency 

4.  Compiled spreadsheet of POS frequency by character and character group 
(Royals, Nobles, Commoners, Religious, and Gaveston) 

5.  Combine POS into categories (nouns, verbs, etc) and compile spreadsheet by 
character and character group 



Every Part of Speech Tag 
Every Character 

NOTE: Many characters and POS tags not included in this picture 



Every Part of Speech Tag 
Character Groups 

NOTE: Many POS tags 
not included in this 

picture 



Categorized Part of Speech 
Every Character 

NOTE: Many characters not included in this picture 



Categorized Part of Speech 
Character Groups 



Averages of Cat-POS & Cat-Character 
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Proportion of POS Tags used by Character Groups 

Royals Nobles Commoners Religious Gaveston 
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Conclusions 
o  Gaveston’s, Edward II’s, and Mortimer’s percentages’ proximity to the mean, counting lines 
and percentages, suggests that Marlowe has a house style for Edward II. 

 

[See spreadsheet for specific conclusions] 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1m1p9T4tCvgMZ8V91XPZ54PuiROdq1RQy43i83zkb2fM


Future Research Questions 
oDoes the “house style” phenomenon hold for Marlowe’s other plays? 

oDoes the “house style” phenomenon hold for Shakespeare’s plays, or Jonson’s? 

oIs there a house style for genre? 

oDo crossdressed characters have distinctive POS profiles? 

oDo characters have distinctive POS profiles by gender? 


